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M y Fellow Compatriots, 

September is the month we 

resume meetings after the summer 

break.  It is also the month when summer 

ends and fall begins.  As a young man, I 

never cared much for fall. I was more of a 

summer guy, but as I have become a 

more seasoned individual (no pun 

intended), I have a greater appreciation 

of fall.  So much so that I have to say fall 

has become my favorite time of the year.  

 Hopefully, this year we will have 

a bountiful fall absent the late-summer, 

early-fall fires that have bedeviled 

Northern California in recent years.  

These fires have been especially hard on 

my hometown of Napa; it, like the rest of 

the state, could use a break.  

 During the summer break, our 

very own Derek Brown, whom I call “the 

man-of-many-hats,” was confirmed as 

the new Vice President General for the 

Western District at the 132nd National 

SAR Congress in Savannah, Georgia.  I 

know Derek will represent our chapter 

well on the national stage.   

 We are fortunate to have author, 

historian, and blogger Steve Minniear for 

this month’s speaker.  Mr. Minniear’s 

expertise is in the Tri-Valley area’s social, 

political and military history, and he is the 

official historian for the City of Dublin.  

He is the author of Dublin and the Tri-

Valley: The World War II Years (Arcadia 

Press).  His presentation on the Tri-Valley 

area’s role in our nation’s defense should 

be interesting.  

 We have three more meetings 

left in 2022.  We hope to have solid 

turnouts for September, October, and 

November.  We look forward to seeing 

you at The Old Spaghetti Factory. 

— Dan Shurtz, President 

President’s Notes 
Future Veterans Cemetery and VA Center in Alameda 



 “Memorial Day” and changed the 

date from May 30 to the last 

Monday in May.  

 Following lunch, Derek 

Brown discussed the list of authentic 

historical artifacts that the SAR 

Museum Board would like donated 

to the SAR Education Center and 

Museum.  Treasurer Rood reported 

that the chapter had around $24k in 

assets, so we had sufficient funds for 

the chapter to purchase an item to 

donate.  VP Greg Owens made a 

motion to have the TJ Chapter 

purchase a 1740-1760’s German 

officer’s flintlock pistol at a cost of 

$3,300 to be donated to the SAR 

Museum.  The chapter will be 

identified as the donor of the item 

when it is displayed in the 

museum.  The motion passed 

unanimously, and Derek Brown will 

make arrangements with Chairman 

Kent Gregory of the SAR Museum 

Board for the donation. 

 The 19-inch German 

dragoon officer’s flintlock pistol was 

manufactured by Johann Ulrich 

Mäntz of Braunschweig (Brunswick) 

around the 1740’s to early 1750’s.  

The pistol has a walnut full stock 

with beautiful rococo period foliage 

relief carvings, and a round 

smoothbore 12-inch barrel.  It has a 

flat beveled lock with all its original 

parts, and the maker’s name 

engraved under the octagonal pan: 

“Joh: Ulrich Mantz.”  The lock is fully 

engraved with foliage designs and 

the goddess Diana with a dog, and 

has elegant rococo brass mountings, 

a dragon side plate with a forest 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held a regular 

meeting on Saturday, May 21, 2022 

at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord.  We had 20 members and 

guests in the meeting, and on Zoom 

we had Secretary Stephen Renouf, 

Jon Breckon, Jim Cleveland, David 

King, Steve Main, Tom McGinley (in 

Arizona), Scott Menard, and Hal 

Strunk. 

 In the absence of President 

Shurtz, VP Greg Owens called the 

meeting to order at Noon.  We had 

two DAR members present, Pat 

Everette and Kay Ernst; Bob Ebert of 

the SF Chapter SAR; Bob Epperson of 

the Redwood Empire Chapter; 

Applicants Steven Grace and Glenn 

Martin; and guest speakers Robert 

Bezek and Jennifer Lynch, and their 

guest Paul Gertsma.      

 Pat Everette spoke on 

Decoration Day.  On April 26, 1865, 

Confederate wives and daughters 

placed flowers on the graves of 

Confederate and Union soldiers in 

the Linnwood Cemetery in 

Columbus, Georgia.  Lizzie 

Rutherford formed the Ladies’ 

Memorial Association of Columbus, 

and they worked with the Soldiers’ 

Aid Society.  On May 30, 1868, 

General John A. Logan of the Grand 

Army of the Republic held 

Decoration Day, which was adopted 

as a holiday by northern states.  

After the two World Wars, it became 

a day to honor all soldiers, not just 

Civil War soldiers.  In 1971, Congress 

standardized the holiday as 
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“green man,” and a long single 

ramrod thimble.  The pistol was 

likely owned by a Brunswick officer 

who served in Seven Years’ War in 

Europe, and also may have served 

the American Revolutionary War.  

The Brunswick Corps participated in 

the Siege of Ticonderoga, Battle of 

Bennington, Battle of Freeman’s 

Farm, Battle of Bemis Heights.   

 VP Owens introduced our 

guest speaker, Bob Bezek.  Bezek 

discussed One VA at Alameda 

Point.  He said all the major 

components of the Veterans 

Administration will be there, 

including a full-service Outpatient 

Clinic, a VA National Cemetery 

Columbarium, and a VA Benefits 

Administration Office.  When the 

Navy was in the process of turning 

over control of the former Naval Air 

Station, Alameda, to the City of 

Alameda, the VA requested land be 

transferred for their use.  In 2006, 

the VA requested property from the 

BRAC Commission handling the 

transfer of the Navy base to civilian 

use.  In 2014, the Navy turned over 

624 acres to the Veterans 

Administration: 112 acres for the 

Columbarium, Outpatient Clinic, and 

access roads, and 512 acres of 

conservation area.  In 2016, 

Congress appropriated $70 million 

for Phase 1 construction; the total 

cost of the project is currently 

estimated at $343 million. 

 The first phase will consist of 

the Outpatient Clinic, and the first 

section of the National Cemetery 

Columbarium, which will 

accommodate about 25k veteran 

remains.  As the project continues, 

more land for the cemetery will be 

opened up to eventually 

and all the noise and commotion of 

the airfield kept predators from 

raiding the tern nests.  As part of the 

agreement to transfer the property, 

the VA agreed to manage the 

nesting site in perpetuity.  A 

conservation area of 512 of the total 

624 acres turned over to the VA has 

been created.  About 97 acres of 

which are currently designated as 

wetlands, and 10.9 acres of the 

wetlands will be taken for 

construction.  To make up for the 

loss of wetlands, 3.6 acres of 

“credits” were purchased from a 

regional California Wetlands Bank, 

and 7.3 acres of new tidal wetlands 

will be created on the site (to be 

completed by 2023). 

 Since the closure of the 

base, the California least tern has 

declined in numbers, so the VA will 

focus on maintaining their numbers 

by capturing feral cats, and putting 

white gravel in the nesting area to 

help camouflage the tern eggs from 

hawks and other flying predators.  In 

addition to the terns, brown pelicans 

have been roosting on the 

breakwater island, and avocet and 

great blue heron have been nesting 

on the island.  The base had many 

hazardous waste sites, which are all 

in the process of being cleaned 

up.  The VA plans on extending the 

trail on the perimeter of the former 

base to provide access for the 

public. 

 Jennifer Lynch then spoke 

about pre-planning eligibility for the 

cemetery component.  Veterans 

may be buried in the Sacramento 

Valley National Cemetery, and 

occasionally spaces open up in the 

San Francisco National Cemetery (if 

remains are relocated, or new space 

accommodate a total of 300k 

veteran remains in a strip of land 

running from the clinic to the shore 

facing San Francisco.   

 Phase I (January 2022 to 

December 2025) will consist of 

installing utilities, preparing the site 

and raising the land, creating and 

expanding the wetlands, and 

constructing the Columbarium 

(scheduled to open in early 2026).  

Phase II (January 2023 to September 

2026) will consist of building the 

Outpatient Clinic (scheduled to open 

in early 2027), and the Conservation 

Management Office. 

 Bob Bezek discussed the 

history of Alameda Point.  It was a 

part of the Spanish land grant to 

Don Luis Maria Peralta.  In 1864, it 

was the western terminus of the 

first transcontinental railroad.  In 

1879, an oil depot was constructed 

on the site, which was purchased 

and run by Standard Oil until 

1903.  The City of Alameda offered 

the 300 acres of land at Alameda 

Point to the US government for use 

as a Naval Base, and Congress 

accepted it in 1936, for the price of 

$1.  By the time the base closed in 

1997, landfill had expanded the base 

to 2,527 acres of land – almost one-

third of the area of the island of 

Alameda.  Naval Air Station, 

Alameda, opened in 1940, just prior 

to the US entry into World War II. 

 During the Navy’s use of the 

Base, the California least tern began 

using the runways for nesting 

annually from March to 

August.  There was little to no 

vegetation for predators to hide, 



becomes available.  Alameda will 

become another option when the 

cemetery opens.  There will also be 

a memorial site for those buried at 

sea, or who had their remains 

scattered.  She encouraged 

interested veterans to go to the 

website to check on the status of the 

cemetery.  

 VP Owens noted that he was 

stationed twice at Naval Air Station, 

Alameda.  He would run on the base, 

and remembered that the geese 

there were very aggressive when 

they had goslings.  He said he would 

be sending SAR Certificates of 

Appreciation to Bob Bezek and 

Jennifer Lynch for their informative 

program.   

 Derek Brown gave the 

Registrar’s report: he reported that 

we had three new members 

approved this week (Travis Breckon, 

Jon Breckon, Ben Breckon), and two 

that are ready to be sent to National 

(Glenn Martin and Wayne 

Morris).  Applications are currently 

taking about 15 weeks for approval 

after receipt at NSSAR.  There are 20 

more applicants in process, and four 

applications have been pended at 

National.  Chairman Brown reported 

on Medals & Awards: so far this 

year, we have presented 10 SAR Flag 

Certificates, two SAR Silver ROTC 

Medals at UC Berkeley – MIDN 4/C 

Aram Blas (Navy), and C/4C Kavin 

Ram (Air Force) – and two SAR 

Bronze JROTC Medals – C/LTC 

Jocelyn Lozano-Gomez (Mt. Diablo 

HS), and C/CMSGT Logan Williams 

(Heritage HS).  We presented three 

SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medals 

to Naval Sea Cadets PO1 Xander Mui 

(T/S Kearsarge), PO2 Grace Li (RADM 

CW Parks Battalion), and PO1 Caleb 

Heritage Center – Dublin Pioneer 

Cemetery). 

 Derek Brown discussed 

Membership – the Society is 

focusing on recruitment, retention 

and reinstatement; he encouraged 

attendees to help recruit.  The 

current Society membership is at 

38,077.  The National Society had 

3939 drops from 2021, 3397 new 

members, 1110 reinstatements, and 

112 resignations. 

 VP Owens announced that 

the next meeting will be held on 

September 17, 2022, following the 

summer break.  Following closing 

ceremonies, the meeting was 

adjourned at 1:52PM.  

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he September Monthly 

Meeting will be held at the 

Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord on 

Saturday, September 17, 2022, at 

Noon.   

 For those compatriots not 

able to attend in person, we will 

have a concurrent Zoom Meeting.   

 Our guest speaker will be 

Steve Minniear, Historian for the 

City of Dublin, and author of Dublin 

and the Tri-Valley: The World War II 

Years, will speak on the history and 

legacy of Camp Parks.   

 Over the decades hundreds 

of thousands of Navy, Air Force and 

Army personnel lived, trained, and 

worked just outside Dublin, CA.  

Created to support the Seabees in 

World War II, Camp Parks went on 

to train Air Force recruits in the 

1950s and Army Reservists since the 

1960s.   

 Please join us for an 

informative presentation! 

Silbernagel (RADM Richard O’Kane 

Battalion).  Brown reported that 

Covid pandemic restrictions have 

decimated many JROTC units; 

they’re starting to recover, but it will 

take some time to get back to pre-

pandemic levels.  So far this year, 

there have been no Eagle awards/

certificates presented.  Chairman 

Brown presented certificates for the 

Veterans Recognition Corps Award 

to Frank Kaylor, Greg Owens, Tom 

Silva, and William Fernow.  If you 

served in the military, please send a 

redacted DD-214 form to Derek 

Brown so he can register your 

service with the SAR. 

 Derek Brown reported on 

the SAR America 250 Program.  On 

May 14, he presented SAR America 

250 Bronze Medals to Regent Cindi 

Newbold and Debbie Janes of the 

Jose Maria Amador Chapter 

DAR.  He reminded chapter 

members to start tracking their 

hours / participation / attendance at 

America 250-related events to earn 

medals (bronze, silver, gold).  Derek 

Brown has already earned the gold 

medal.  Derek presented the SAR 

America 250 Minute, discussing 

Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain 

Boys capturing Fort Ticonderoga this 

month in 1775.  He presented the 

new SAR America 250 Flag.  He 

handed out US Flags to attendees – 

he noted that flags would be planted 

in neighborhoods on Flag Day.  He 

announced that the Jose Maria 

Amador Chapter DAR has invited 

SAR chapter members to participate 

in the Memorial Day flag placement 

on Monday May 30 at 10am (Dublin 

September Meeting 



A wards Chairman Derek Brown 

attended the Naval Sea Cadet 

Corps Inspection in February 2022 at 

Camp Parks in Pleasanton.  He 

presented the SAR Bronze Good 

Citizenship Medal to PO2 Grace Li. 

 Vice President Greg Owens 

participated with the American 

Legion (Posts 9 and 647), and the 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

(Chapter 400) in the Independence 

Day Parade in Alameda, California. 

 Vice President Greg Owens 

has submitted his intention to run 

for CASSAR Vice President North to 

CASSAR Nominating Committee 

Chairman Derek Brown.  Greg 

pledged to support the SAR 250th 

Anniversary efforts, visit SAR 

chapters in the northern half of the 

state to help increase membership, 

and focus on supporting SAR youth 

programs.  The nominating 

committee will meet at the CASSAR 

Fall Board of Managers meeting in 

November 2022 in Rohnert Park, 

and the elections will be held at the 

CASSAR Annual Meeting in April 

2023 in Orange County.  Please 

attend and support Greg’s 

candidacy. 

 Secretary Stephen Renouf 

inducted his nephew Anthony Cruz 

Renouf into the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter.  His patriot ancestor was 

Rev. Edward Brown, Sr. (1706-1783).  

Rev. Brown enlisted as a private in 

the Duplin County Militia in North 

Carolina, serving as the chaplain.  He 

founded Brown’s Baptist Church on 

his land in Duplin County in 1778. 

 Chapter Color Guardsman 

Jeff Nibert participated in the 

Pleasanton Veterans Day Parade.  

Looking sharp! 

 Registrar Derek Brown 

attended the 132nd Annual SAR 

Congress in Savannah, Georgia, in 

July 2022.  Outgoing PG Davis Wright 

presented Derek with the Gold 

Roger Sherman Medal for his service 

to the SAR.  Derek Brown was 

elected as Vice President General, 

Western District (California, Nevada, 

and Hawaii).  He was appointed by 

President General Bruce Pickette as 

chairman of the Membership 

Committee, and as the PG travel 

coordinator.  He is currently serving 

on the Genealogy Committee, the 

Strategic Planning Committee (non-

voting member), and the HQ Second 

Floor Ad-Hoc Committee. 

Compatriot Notes 



W e regret to announce the 
passing of our former 

chaplain, Charles E. Doolin, on 
September 1, 2022 in Concord. 

Charles Edward Doolin was 
born on October 25, 1927 in Ava, 
Missouri, the son of Benjamin 
Franklin Doolin and Maudie Mae 
Hublitz.  His family moved to 
California when he was a young boy, 
settling in Fairfield, California. 

During World War II, Charles 
was a senior in high school, and was 
going to be drafted.  He quickly 
enlisted in the US Navy as a fireman 
(who fires and tends the boilers, and 
operates the pumps).  He served on 
the heavy hull repair ship USS Jason, 
patrolling the coast of China, from 
May 1946 until he was honorably 
discharged in December 1947.  He 
then completed high school. 

Charles Doolin married 
Esther Inman in 1948 in Suisun, 
California, and they had three 

W e regret to announce the 
passing of Lorelie Fulwider, 

the widow of our late compatriot Ed 
Fulwider, on December 16, 2021 in 
Daly City, California.   

Lorelie Lenore Riley was 
born on August 5, 1928 in San 
Francisco, California — a fourth 
generation San Franciscan.  Lorelie 
married Ed Fulwider in 1948, and 
they lived in Pacifica.  She helped 
her husband with his Richfield gas 
station, doing the accounting, and 
picking up cars and car parts.  The 
Fulwiders were members of Good 
Shepherd Catholic Church, and the 
Pacifica Historical Society.   

Lorelie was active in the Girl 
Scouts and PTA when her daughters 
were young.  She supported her 
husband in his many interests, 
including coin collecting, Marine 
Corps organizations, and the Sons of 
the American Revolution.  Our 
sincere condolences to her family.  

children.  In 1950, Charles moved to 
Portland, Oregon, to attend college 
for a degree in commercial 
refrigeration.  Charles then returned 
to California and was a gas station 
attendant at Terrell Richfield Service 
Station in San Jose.  In 1955, Charles 
was an assistant engineer with R.T. 
Colliers in San Jose. 

Charles Doolin joined the 
Thomas Jefferson Chapter in 1994 
on the service of Jonathan Follett, 
Jr., a private in the Massachusetts 
Militia, from July 31, 1780 to August 
7, 1780.  Follett was born in 1739 in 
Attleboro, MA, married Mary Brown 
in 1763, and died in 1819 in 
Attleboro.  Follett is buried in the 
Follett Cemetery in Attleboro.  
Charles’ hero was patriot Stephen 
Stow, who served as a nurse on a 
prison ship, where he tended sick 
patriots at great personal risk.  He 
eventually contracted the plague, 
and died in the line of duty. 

Charles held office in the 
Thomas Jefferson Chapter as 
chaplain (2000-2018), as historian 
(2005-2015), and as a member of 
the registrar committee (1999-2000) 
— serving our chapter for 19 of his 
28 years in the SAR.  He was 
awarded the SAR War Service Medal 
- World War II (2005), SAR Chapter 
Medal of Distinguished Service 
(2016), SAR Bronze Roger Sherman 
Medal (2019), SAR Bronze Good 
Citizenship Medal (2009, 2013), 20-
Year Pin (2016), and SAR Certificate 
of Appreciation (2015).  

Our sincere condolences go 
out to his widow Esther Doolin, and 
the rest of his family. 

In Memoriam 

RIP-Charles E. Doolin RIP-Lorelie Fulwider 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Ravioli  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Ravioli  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Ravioli  

SEPTEMBER 2022 

Deadline: 14 September 2022 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Ravioli 

$23 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, September 17, 2022 

 

Programme:  

History of Camp Parks in Dublin.  Steve Minniear, Historian for the City of Dublin, and 
author of Dublin and the Tri-Valley: The World War II Years, will speak on the history 
and legacy of Camp Parks—“a Naval base with no docks, an Air Force base with no 
paved runway [and] an Army base named after a Navy admiral.”  Come join us for a 
great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“A popular Government, without popular information, or 
the means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a 
Tragedy; or, perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern 
ignorance: And a people who mean to be their own 
Governors, must arm themselves with the power which 
knowledge gives.” 

— President James Madison, 1822.  
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